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I. Revised Code 125.04: State of Ohio/Department of Administrative Services

II. Revised Code Chapter 167: Councils of Government 

III. Revised Code 9.48(B)(1) and (2): Contracts of other political subdivisions or 
of a joint purchasing program of a national or state association of political 
subdivisions

Typical Cooperative Purchasing Organizations 
Encountered by School Districts
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I. Revised Code 125.04: State of Ohio/Department of Administrative Services
– Purchases under a DAS contract are exempt from competitive bidding 

requirements
– Purchases that beat State pricing exempt from competitive bidding requirements

DAS Contracts
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II. Revised Code 167: Councils of Government 
– RC 167.03 and 167.08 – 

» COG may perform functions on behalf of its members 
» Applicable competitive purchasing requirements must be followed (Attorney General 

Opinions 69-013 and 82-103)

– RC 167.081(Effective September 29, 2011)
» COG may enter into a contract that establishes unit pricing for the repair, enlargement, 

improvement or demolition of a building or structure 

» purchases by members under such a contract are exempt from competitive bidding if 
the contract was awarded pursuant to a competitive bidding procedure of (i) a county, 
municipal corporation, township, special district, school district, or other political 
subdivision that is a council member; (ii) a statewide consortium of which the council is 
a member; or (iii) a multistate consortium of which the council is a member. 

COG Contracts
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III. Revised Code 9.48(B)(1) and (2): Contracts of other political subdivisions or  
joint purchasing program of a national or state association of political 
subdivisions
– May be used for the purchase of equipment, materials, supplies, or services
– Purchases are exempt from competitive bidding if the underlying contract was 

awarded pursuant to a publicly solicited request for proposal or a competitive 
selection procedure of another political subdivision within this state or in another 
state

RC 9.48 Contracts
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Attorney General Opinion 2019-028 
 Contracts under Revised Code 9.48 cannot be used for the purchase of construction services
 RC 167.081 only applies to existing buildings or structures and does not allow for the 

construction of a new building or structure
 Unit prices under RC 167.081 may be expressed in any reasonable manner

Attorney General Interpretations
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Attorney General Opinion 2004-003 
 Attorney General Affirmed its 2019 Opinion
 RC 9.48 does allow for the installation of items that can be purchase under a RC 9.48 contract 

(equipment, materials, supplies)
 Installation services purchase under RC 9.48 cannot cross the line into construction

Attorney General Interpretations (Cont.)
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Architect/Engineer/Criteria Architect
 Provides design services, not the construction – prepares drawings, specifications and/or 

design criteria
 Provides oversight during construction
 Qualifications based selection process

1. Request for Qualifications 
2. Rank the firms
3. Negotiate agreement, including fees, with top ranked firm

Procurement of Professional Design Services
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Design-Build 
Summary of Selection Process

Design-Build Selection Process (Summary)
1. Hire Criteria Architect/Engineer
2. Issue Requests for Qualifications to Design-Build Firms
3. Receive Statements of Qualifications
4. Shortlist Firms (no particular order of preference)
5. Issue Proposal Requests to Shortlisted Firms
6. Receive Pricing and Technical Proposals

Members:
1. Rank the Shortlisted Firms
2. Negotiate and Enter into Contract with Top Ranked Firm
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Bio 
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